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DOTTIE JOHNSON EVENT 

NOVEMBER 2, 1999 

Dottie, I am pleased to be here tonight to represent the faculty, 
staff, and your colleagues on the Board of Control of Grand Valley 
State University. (Thank Governor for Board appointment.) 
Though I have known you for 25 years, I have learned new things 
about you tonight. From what I have heard, you deserve the degree, 
Doctor of RA Go logy. You can take pride in being the first person to 
receive the degree and maybe the last. Its legitimacy is unquestioned 
when presided over by Russ, whose Oxford robe attests to his 
legitimacy, and conferred by colleagues. To you, Russ, we are 
indebted for the capable way you have conducted this night of 
revelation. You look magnificent and you are eloquent. 
Grand Valley is delighted to be a partner with the Council of 
Michigan Foundations. The endowed research library in Dottie's 
honor will be put to good use, under the administration of Dott 
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Freeman, the excellent director of Grand Valley's Center on 
Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership. The people at the Center 
and at CMF will produce more research and publications in the 
interest of philanthropy in Michigan and throughout the world. 
Both graduate and undergraduate students from all over the state 
will have a new resource, a new home in our Steelcase Graduate 
Library being built as part of the DeVos Center in our new 
downtown campus. I am confident that the research coming from 
this library will aid CMF's mission of increasing and improving 
philanthropy in Michigan. 
Grand Valley is pleased with our reputation as the only major 
university in the state with a Center on Philanthropy and Non profit 
Leadership. But Dottie, we have decided that there is one step that is 
needed to elevate our Center to the position of prominence that it 
merits. That step is to name it after a statewide and national leader 
in the field of philanthropy. 
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What I am going to say will not surprise our guests tonight, but 
it may surprise you. I am pleased that our Board of Control, and all 
your friends who are associated with CMF, decided that our Center 
should be named for you. And so it will be. From this moment the 
Center will be known as the Dorothy A. Johnson Center on 
Philanthropy and Non profit Leadership. You have led the Council 
on Foundations movement in the United States. You have given our 
state's council its beginning, its meaning, its significance. Eleanor 
Roosevelt said, "When you cease to make a contribution, you begin 
to die." Dottie, your life is so vibrant because you can't stop giving. 
We love you for it. 
" 
' ' -
(CMF Chair Ranny Reicker will introduce you and horn quintet at 
approximately 9:30 p.m. You will have reserved seating in front for 
dinner. I suggest you leave your seat during Hello Dottie song before 
Act 4 to meet quintet and banner carriers at the West side of the 
Ambassador Ballroom. When you come in, join Ranny at the 
podium. Quartet will stand to the side of stage. Banner carriers will 
position banner in front of podium. 
